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Reflection on Articles
Article 1: "Famine, Affluence, and Morality," by Peter Singer
Currently, various aspects are usually considered when it comes to dealing with issues such as the spread of disease, climate change, and other social issues. An excellent example is the social status of the affected personal gain, among others. However, if the different nations implemented the central idea presented in the article, all this would change (Singer, 2016). Some of the issues would be solved immediately since the affected would also be considered valuable. For instance, highly infectious diseases would be prevented from spreading since most affected are usually viewed as lesser in society.
Various social factors define how people relate to each other in society; thus, concepts like stereotyping are incorporated. However, by holding the belief that all human life is valuable, our daily lives would change drastically. An excellent example is how people of different economic classes lead their lives. In most cases, those belonging to the low economic classes may starve while the other economic classes thrive with adequate food without helping (Singer, 2016). However, with the belief, many would focus on providing aid to those who are less fortunate to save them from losing their lives through malnutrition and other conditions.
Additionally, I undoubtedly agree with Singer that one’s location is irrelevant when considering one’s duty to help. This is because, often in society, many people focus on implementing aspects such as equality and fail to implement it when it comes to helping out (Singer, 2016). Therefore, irrespective of the location of the one in need of help, everyone has a duty to stretch a helping hand. Moreover, we, as individuals, should help where our abilities allow us to. For instance, for those with the ability to send help to anyone around the world, they should help, and those with the ability to help locally should also provide the needed help. 
I believe that one’s ability defines moral responsibility in society; therefore, for the rich, they can help the suffering in far-away countries and are morally expected to do so. Therefore, Singer is right to state the moral expectations, especially in situations dealing with human lives (Singer, 2016). However, the moral expectation is defined and controlled by society, which should not be the constant factor defining people’s ways of life. Therefore, morally, the rich are expected to help those in need, especially in far-away countries; however, help can only occur once the able decide on doing it.
Article 2: Chapter 5
I find John Stuart Mill’s view on pleasures, not being individually relative to be compelling (Timmons, 2012). Human beings are different, and no one is identical to the other; therefore, their preferences may differ; however, what they consider pleasing is similar and universal. Due to the disparity in preferences between different individuals, a variety of methods exist in society tend to meet the same pleasure needs. An excellent example is those individuals who find pleasure in reading novels, and some prefer watching the movie to reading the novel. In this case, both individuals seek the same pleasure of enjoying a series of events; however, their preferences differ, bringing the disparity.
In real life, differences in preferences bring about different ways of enjoying similar pleasures. This is a clear indication that pleasures are not individually relative (Timmons, 2012). An excellent example is the different preferences that people have when seeking happiness. For instance, some people or find pleasure in dancing in the rain, while others final similar pleasure in basking in the sun. Both groups of people do these actions to feel a certain feeling, which is happiness, which is universal. However, they implement different methods of achieving this single feeling. Therefore, pleasures are not based on personal tastes; what is guided by personal tastes is the specific preference to achieve the feeling.
Referring back to the point of utilitarianism on morality, the outcome of action defines whether it is right or wrong (Timmons, 2012). That is why irrespective of the various moral constraints put in society and the adverse consequences alongside breaking them; people still commit crimes such as stealing. Therefore, what an individual believes to cause happiness to them, they are convinced of it being the right thing. However, society reminds them of the morally accepted actions by putting them through consequences. Moreover, these people commit these offenses well aware of their actions; however, these actions seem right due to the greatest pleasure they anticipate to be the outcome.
Furthermore, the aspect of utilitarianism about morality is dependent on the consequences of actions and the value of the aftermath (Timmons, 2012). For instance, those who engage in actions such as fraud while working in a bank. They evaluate the outcome and the consequences of the action, such as gaining more finances, the feeling of having money, and conclude on effecting these actions. Similarly, others may evaluate the outcome of working hard to gain more money or be financially stable as having the greatest pleasure. Therefore, both individuals focus on achieving the greatest pleasure out of their actions; however, society comes in to dictate the acceptable method.
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